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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Problem Statement

The influence that the anthropological perspective of a particular thinker or school of thought
has on their ethical views is clearly understandable. Of course, ethical theory is not the only
domain influenced by anthropological perspectives; in various other fields, such as
epistemology, the impact of anthropological views on different areas can also be discerned, and
numerous researchers investigate this relationship within the framework of interdisciplinary
studies. There is no doubt about the importance of Plato and the ethical theory he left behind. In
Plato's intellectual system, ethics is related to human happiness (eudaimonia). He believes that a
human is happy when their soul is properly cultivated, and a balance is established among its
parts and all aspects of their being (Copleston, 1996: 249). If a moral action is directed towards
true happiness, it brings virtue. Thus, in Platonic philosophy, a human who follows a divine and
rational soul attains true happiness (Republic, 590d: 2-3). Plato's aim in his philosophical
innovations was the formation of genuine humans and, consequently, a society centered on
justice, so that the true happiness worthy of a human could be provided. Humans seek to discover
truth, and on the path of discovery, they utilize the soul, which is a divine gift. At the end of the
path, they reach the supreme truth, which is God (the Form of the Good) (Strattern, 2000: 55).
Humans are always seeking a divine origin for the world and consider the foundation of moral
action, the immortality of the soul, and the discovery of the nature of good, evil, and justice to
be dependent on knowledge of the true world. In our view, it is for this very reason that Plato
puts forth the Theory of Forms. The Forms constitute a world consisting of a collection of ideals,
the recognition of which leads to the attainment of genuine truth, and knowledge of it brings
about happiness for humans. The issue to be examined in the present research is this: What is the
relationship between the analysis of Plato's ethical theory concerning the basis of moral action
and the transformation of humans into ethical beings, and Plato's anthropological perspective?
Can Plato's ethical theory be evaluated without considering his anthropological view?

Plato believes that moral virtue is the product of the balance of the parts of the soul, under
the leadership of reason. This research, using an analytical-descriptive method, shows that his
ethical theory directly stems from an anthropology based on the "duality of soul and body" and
the "connection of the soul with the world of Forms." Another issue is the role of knowledge in
ethics. Is virtue innate or acquired? By emphasizing "recollection” (anamnesis), Plato considers
knowledge of the good to be a prerequisite for ethics. The authors have not found any previous
research that has examined the relationship between Plato's anthropological view and his ethical
theory. This research is innovative in that it explores the connection between anthropology and
ethics within the framework of Platonic metaphysics and shows why he confines ethics to
humans: because only the human soul can know the Form of the Good and imitate it.

Plato's Ethical Theory

Before stating the influence of Plato's anthropological view on his ethical theory, his ethical
theory will first be briefly outlined. Plato presents most of the ethical issues of his thought in the
dialogue Protagoras and indirectly recounts a large part of his ethical solutions in the Republic.
The fundamental question raised in this context is: How is an ethical life formed? Plato's ethics
is based on happiness and virtue, and the condition for achieving happiness depends on following
the divine and rational part of the soul (Republic, 590d: 1-5; Laws, 900d: 5-7). In the author's
belief, Plato's ethics can be summarized in one important general rule: the sovereignty of reason
over spirit and appetite, and the balance of these three parts of the soul. If this law prevails in
human souls, an ethical life will manifest in society. Human well-being depends on the state of
their soul, because without the soul, there would be no wisdom and reason. However, this
principle does not mean absolute rationalism and the rejection of pleasures belonging to the
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mortal parts of the soul; rather, a life combining pleasure and knowledge, balance, and not
mixing the functions of these parts, is desirable for Plato (Philebus, 22a: 1-10, b: 1-8). He tries
to show us the place of the Form of the Good or the Ideal Good in human life and its absolute
sovereignty, and he explains the necessity of knowledge of it for the formation of an ethical life.
Plato's ethical system is based on the pursuit of happiness, and the highest good for a human is
the cultivation and harmony of all parts of their soul to attain well-being. Thus, human happiness
depends on possessing the specific virtue of each part of their soul, but before that, human well-
being is conditional upon justice among the parts of the soul. Establishing this justice among the
parts requires education. The rational part of the soul is always striving to provide for the
happiness of the entire soul. In Socrates' view, only reason can determine what should and should
not be done. This is why rational knowledge is a prerequisite for human happiness.

Therefore, human happiness depends on knowledge of the higher world and understanding
the truth of virtues. In the Protagoras, five principles are named as components of virtue: justice,
courage, temperance (self-control), piety, and wisdom, which are not distinct from each other
(Protagoras, 349b: 2-5). Plato explicitly states the sequence of virtues in the first book of the
Laws: "Wisdom is the first and greatest divine blessing. After wisdom comes temperance and
balance of soul. When these two blessings are combined with courage, the third blessing, justice,
arises. In the fourth rank is courage. The ultimate goal of divine blessings is wise recognition™
(Laws, 631c: 5-7, d: 1-3). Therefore, justice and moderation are the secret to human happiness,
because justice means that every being performs its own duties. Thus, justice brings order first
to the individual and then to society, because all parts of the world affect and are affected by
each other.

Plato's Anthropological View

Plato's anthropological view is directly connected to the ethical Forms and the world of
Forms. Therefore, human existence, like the existence of the world, is dualistic. The lower level
is the sensible body of the human, and the higher level is the true soul. The primacy of the soul
in Plato's philosophy led to the creation of the metaphor of the soul's imprisonment in the body.
The soul, exiled from the world of the gods, becomes trapped in the body, and this body causes
its knowledge to become dim and obscured. In the First Alcibiades, a dialogue takes place
between Socrates and Alcibiades seeking to discover the truth of the human. A human is one of
three things: either the soul, or the body, or the body and soul together. The hypothesis that "what
commands the body is formed from the union of soul and body" is completely rejected, and the
human is considered to be solely the soul (Alcibiades, 130c: 1-3). Therefore, we believe that
when humans converse with each other, it is actually their souls that are communicating, and
every desire and goal originates from the will of the soul. If a human can establish a balance
between the body (strength of will) and the soul (knowledge and awakening of thought), they
will be happy, the meaning of which is the compatibility and harmony of the desire for
knowledge and the power of will. Humans are the only beings aware of their "existence" and
"essence."” Humans are created free and are responsible for the decisions they make. We cannot
attain proper knowledge of humans with prior assumptions about their nature; rather, it is in the
realm of human action and thought that their "whatness" is revealed (Dierks, 2015: 183). There
is no doubt that, in our view, human nature refers back to the truth of the soul. The human body
serves as an instrument placed at the service of the soul, but if a human does not elevate their
reason and make the mortal parts of their soul the criterion and ruler of reason, certainly their
body will rule over their intellect, and this person is completely alienated from their authenticity.
This issue necessitates the human's knowledge of their own nature, i.e., their soul aspect, in order
to gain a correct understanding of their own structure and find ethical concepts in a better way.

The soul has three parts, but these parts are functions of the soul and do not include material
concepts: "the rational part, the spirited part (will), and the appetitive part" (Republic, 580d: 3-
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5, 11-13, e: 1-4). It can be affirmed that the soul is composed of two different forces. The part
with which the soul thinks and judges, we call the rational part of the soul, and the part through
which the soul loves or is subject to other desires, we call the irrational and desiring part, which
is subordinate to lusts, wishes, and seeks satisfaction and pleasure (Ibid, 439d: 3-7). Anger acts
as the guardian of reason, protecting it from the force of appetite and the desires of this mortal
part, but it must be noted that the rebellion of the spirited part also creates significant problems,
which is why our recommendation is to maintain balance among the parts. It is important to
mention that only the rational part of the soul is immortal, and the other two parts are mortal
(Timaeus, 69c: 2-5). The reason for this lies in the fact that the Demiurge fashioned the rational
part from the components of the World Soul and by himself, whereas the mortal parts of the soul
were fashioned by the gods. Whatever has a divine origin becomes immortal. The consequence
is that the merit of the rational part of the soul to lead the other parts and the whole body is also
due to this part's greater share of the divine element. The perfection of the soul is also achieved
through the pursuit of happiness and the following of reason.

Research Findings

Plato's anthropology, as the foundation of his ethical theory, plays a pivotal role in explaining
how happiness and virtue are attained. By dividing the soul into three parts—the rational, the
spirited (will), and the appetitive—Plato emphasizes the necessity of balance and harmony
among these parts. According to him, true ethics is realized when reason, as the divine and
immortal part of the soul, governs the two mortal parts (spirit and appetite). This balance
guarantees not only individual justice but also social order, since human society is a reflection
of the structure of the human soul. Plato's ethical theory is deeply intertwined with knowledge
of the "Form of the Good." True happiness, considered the ultimate end of humans, depends on
the knowledge of transcendent truth and the imitation of the Supreme Good. Plato believed that
humans can only attain moral virtues through self-knowledge, which is the first step in knowing
oneself. This self-knowledge requires an understanding of the hierarchical structure of the soul:
the rational part, which originates from the world of Forms, is responsible for discovering ethical
truths, while the other parts of the soul must be subordinate to it.

The connection between anthropology and ethics in Plato's philosophy demonstrates the unity
of metaphysics and ethics. He regards ethics not merely as a set of prescriptions and prohibitions,
but as an ontological process in which the soul attains perfection by drawing near to the Form of
the Good. This approach is made possible through rational education and the cultivation of the
four cardinal virtues (wisdom, courage, temperance, and justice). Justice, as the key virtue,
results from the harmony of the parts of the soul and the community and ensures divine order in
both realms. By proposing the dualism of soul and body, Plato gives primacy to the immaterial
soul and considers the body an instrument in the service of its evolutionary journey. Therefore,
the ethical life encompasses not only the improvement of worldly life but also preparation for
the afterlife. The influence of Plato's anthropology on his ethics ultimately shows that ethics is
incomplete without knowledge of the existential structure of the human being. This approach
provides a foundation for interdisciplinary studies in which moral philosophy, anthropology, and
metaphysics are interwoven. In other words, evaluating Plato's ethical theory without attention
to its anthropological foundations will remain incomplete, because in his thought, ethics is the
manifestation of the knowledge of the truth of the soul and the ultimate end of human existence.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Ontological pluralism is an emerging approach in analytic philosophy that has been
systematically introduced into the philosophical literature, emphasizing the acceptance of
multiple modes of being and multiple, even conflicting, descriptions of reality. This approach
has especially been presented as an alternative to Quinean ontological monism, seeking to
account for the possibility of various ways of being.

However, two common misconceptions about ontological pluralism have become
widespread: first, the assumption that ontological pluralism is a wholly new approach lacking
historical precedent; and second, the interpretation of it as a single, unified approach with
consistent motivations and presuppositions. The present paper aims to correct these
misunderstandings.

The first thesis of the article is that ontological pluralism has a long-standing history in
philosophy, with pluralistic interpretations traceable in the works of philosophers such as
Thomas Aquinas, Descartes, Meinong, Heidegger, Russell, and Ryle. The second claim of the
paper analyzes two distinct contemporary formulations of ontological pluralism, each shaped
by its own assumptions and concerns, sharing little more than a common name. By presenting
historical examples and clarifying formulations for ontological pluralism, this article seeks to
provide a clear and critical framework for understanding this approach / these approaches.

Historical Examples

The second section explores the historical roots of ontological pluralism, showing that
many philosophers, though not explicitly labeling their views as pluralist, implicitly adhered
to it.

Thomas Aquinas: Following Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas recognized multiple meanings
for “being” and analyzed entities within the ten Aristotelian categories. He drew a fundamental
distinction between the being of God and that of creatures: God is pure and simple being, while
creatures are composite and limited. To resolve the problem of univocal and equivocal
predication, Aquinas introduced the theory of analogy, according to which shared attributes
between God and creatures are used neither in the same sense nor in entirely different senses,
but in an analogous one. Thus, Aquinas envisaged two kinds of being - the pure being of God
and the finite being of creatures - representing an early form of ontological pluralism.

Descartes: For Descartes, the substance of God and that of creatures are ontologically
distinct. God is independent and self-sufficient, whereas creatures are dependent and
contingent. The term substance does not apply to God and creatures in a univocal way; rather,
each possesses a distinct mode of being. This separation reflects the acceptance of two
different kinds of existence.

Meinong: Alexius Meinong divided entities into three groups: material and temporal
objects, ideal and non-material entities, and objects that do not exist. He also distinguished
between existence and subsistence, thereby recognizing multiple types of being. In this sense,
Meinong stands as a paradigmatic figure of ontological pluralism.

Russell: Although Russell, after developing his theory of descriptions, criticized some of
Meinong’s ontological views, he nonetheless maintained the idea of distinct kinds of being in
both his early and later works. For him, “being” is a general property of anything that can be
meaningfully referred to, whereas “existence” applies only to certain things. Numbers,
relations, and universals each possess different modes of being, expressing an ontological
plurality.

Heidegger: Heidegger developed ontological pluralism by identifying six distinct modes
of being: Dasein (the being of human existence), present-at-hand objects, readiness-to-hand
objects or equipment, no-longer-Dasein, life, and subsistence. Each of these modes of being
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has its own features and relational structures, demonstrating that different kinds of entities
possess different ontological statuses.

Ryle: Gilbert Ryle, through his notion of category mistake, highlighted the differences
between ontological categories. Using the example of a university and its constituent colleges,
he argued that mind and body belong to different logical categories and cannot be analyzed
within a single ontological framework. Hence, two distinct kinds of being must be
acknowledged in conceptual analysis.

In addition to the figures mentioned above, philosophers such as Plato, Leibniz,
Kierkegaard, Frege, Husserl, Karl Jaspers, Moore, Wittgenstein, Nelson Goodman, and
Richard Rorty have also expressed views that can, in various ways, be interpreted as instances
of ontological pluralism. The precise determination of each philosopher’s pluralistic stance
depends on the conceptual definition and analytical criteria adopted, an issue explored further
in the next section of the article.

Two Contemporary Formulations of Ontological Pluralism

First Formulation: The Plurality of Ways of Being

The first formulation, known as quantificational pluralism, emphasizes the plurality of
ways of being and holds that the difference among entities arises from their modes of existence
rather than from their other characteristics. From the perspective of analytic philosophy, this
approach, through the use of multiple existential quantifiers, recognizes various kinds of
entities - such as abstract objects and spatio-temporal objects - as genuinely existent. For
example, the existence of abstract objects and spatio-temporal objects can be represented by
two distinct quantifiers, 3: and 3, in such a way that each quantifier ranges over its own
specific domain of entities.

This approach contributes to resolving many classical ontological debates, including the
ontological status of certain controversial entities such as abstract objects, scientific laws,
Fregean senses, and the ontological distinction between, for instance, mind and body, or
between possible and impossible beings. Moreover, the notion of “different ways of being”
provides the possibility of analyzing conversational or ordinary objects in a more nuanced
way. Ontological pluralism demonstrates that disagreements concerning different kinds of
entities usually stem from a monistic attitude toward being, and that by acknowledging the
diverse modes of existence for each entity, such disagreements can be better organized and
clarified.

Consequently, ontological pluralism concerning the modes of being allows for discourse
about all entities and, by focusing on the ways of existence, formulates ontological issues and
questions in a more precise and systematic manner. Rather than denying the differences among
entities or reducing ontological discussions to merely linguistic disputes, this approach
expands the scope of ontological analysis and leads to a more accurate understanding of the
various kinds of beings. It thus plays an important role in clarifying and resolving complex
philosophical questions.

Second Formulation: The Plurality of Ontological Descriptions

The second formulation of ontological pluralism focuses on the plurality of ways of
describing the ontological status of the world, and unlike the first formulation (quantificational
pluralism), it emphasizes verbal and linguistic divergences. Eklund was the first to
systematically introduce this approach. He argues that ontological vocabulary, such as the
expression “there exists”, acquires different meanings across languages; therefore, ontological
debates are, for the most part, linguistic disagreements rather than revelations of objective
truths about the world. For example, the question “Is a tomato a fruit or a vegetable?” concerns
not the actual nature of the tomato, but the proper application of words within a particular
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linguistic framework.

Within this approach, no language or descriptive scheme enjoys ontological superiority
over another, and such differences should not lead to ontological preferences, although
practical or functional preferences may be permissible. Ontological pluralism, in this
formulation, denies the ontological priority of one descriptive scheme over others.

In summary, ontological pluralism either focuses on the plurality of ways of being of
entities (the first formulation) or on the plurality of ways of describing the ontological status
of the world (the second formulation). In both cases, the central point is that either entities
themselves exist in diverse modes, or our descriptions of their being are diverse and concept-
dependent, without any single ontological framework being absolutely superior to the others.
This second formulation is generally categorized under a deflationary and anti-realist attitude
in ontology.

Conclusion

This article has been written with the aim of correcting two mistaken presuppositions
regarding ontological pluralism. The first presupposition is that ontological pluralism is a
recent approach in analytic philosophy with no historical antecedents. In response, the article
introduced six philosophers from different periods in the history of philosophy whose views
can be interpreted through a pluralistic reading: Thomas Aquinas (medieval period), Descartes
(early modern period), Meinong (late modern period), and Heidegger, Russell, and Ryle
(contemporary period, including both Continental and analytic traditions). It was demonstrated
how the ontological ideas of these philosophers can be understood as forms of ontological
pluralism.

The second presupposition is that ontological pluralism constitutes a single, coherent
philosophical approach. The article showed that this perspective actually comprises two
distinct formulations: first, quantificational pluralism, which emphasizes the existence of
multiple ways of being; and second, descriptive pluralism, which focuses on the diversity of
ways to describe the ontological status of the world and regards ontological debates, to some
extent, as linguistic and verbal disputes. Each of these formulations arises from different
presuppositions and concerns and relies on separate arguments to defend pluralism.

The overall conclusion is that any discussion of ontological pluralism, before philosophical
judgment or analysis, requires attention to two points: first, acknowledgment of the historical
background and intellectual richness of this approach, and second, clarification of which
specific formulation of pluralism is under consideration.
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Extended Abstract

As familiar to scholars, one of the major and fundamental topics in contemporary philosophy
of religion is the realm of "religious language,” which finds its origin in the analytical philosophy
of language.

One of the issues where religious language becomes significant is the theory of creation,
which is a central theory in the Abrahamic religions. On the other hand, some evolutionists
see the story of creation as incompatible with the theory of evolution. Consequently, over time,
even among the faithful and theologians, the idea has taken root that the story of creation, due
to its incompatibility with the theory of evolution, should be interpreted symbolically. On this
basis, and with a critical look at this recent approach, this article examines the views of
Murtaza Mutahhari and Paul Tillich on the issue of creation and its related challenges. Inspired
by the opinions of these two thinkers, we aimed to address the objections arising from
Darwinism to the theory of creation and tried to find a solution to the dispute between
evolutionism and the theory of creation.

The degree of reliance on symbols and metaphorical language differs greatly between these
two thinkers. Although for some philosophers and theologians, the symbolic nature of religious
language is common, and many Christian thinkers consider the story of Noah's flood, the
creation of humans, and other historical narratives of sacred texts as symbolic ways of
presenting religious points rather than historical events, some contemporary perspectives
interpret all religious propositions, including the story of creation, within symbolic language.
Paul Tillich uses this approach in interpreting religious texts and, therefore, believes that there
is no conflict between science and religion.

Paul Tillich represents a trend that seeks to extend symbolism to all elements and
components of Christianity because he believes that science approaches all elements of
religion in a negatory manner, and the only way to escape this is to resort to metaphorical and
symbolic language in interpreting religion. In fact, Paul Tillich is a complete hermeneuticist.

On the other hand, Murtaza Mutahhari, who has taken theoretical and methodological steps
in the philosophical and theological explanation of human creation, proposes the theory of
separating the language of science from the language of revelation and religion to resolve the
apparent conflict between science and religion in this matter. This shows his careful
consideration in the contemporary religious thought arena.

Mutahhari distinguishes the symbolic language in the story of Adam from the descriptive
language of science because what is permissible in scientific language is not allowed in
symbolic language, and what is necessary to observe in scientific language can be disregarded
in symbolic language. Although Mutahhari emphasizes the symbolic nature of the Qur'anic
language in the story of creation, because he has a propositional view of revelation, he does
not see religious language, like Tillich, as cognitively non-realist. In other words, from
Mutahhari's perspective, the story of Adam is a real story, but the language of revelation in
expressing creation and the story of Adam is symbolic.

Unlike Tillich, Mutahhari has a cautious approach to modern science and, when facing the
issue of science and religion, tries as much as possible to avoid symbolic interpretation of
religion. Mutahhari prefers not to subject the entirety of an issue to interpretation at once but
to apply interpretation and symbolic language only to its parts and only to the extent necessary,
and he is also theoretically not a proponent of complete symbolism. As mentioned, he does
not consider the entirety of the elements and components of the story of creation as symbolic.
Mutahhari, without haste and passivity, tries to resist as much as possible. His reason for this
is clear. Engaging in full-scale symbolism and interpretation greatly blocks the way to defend
the appearances of religion and Shariah, or at least, makes it very difficult. In addition to being
a theologian and philosopher, Murtaza Mutahhari is a religious cleric who, although attentive
to the requirements of time and the evolution of jurisprudence, is firmly a defender of Shariah
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and religious appearances. In contrast, Tillich's approach is more compatible with the approach
observed among religious intellectuals, as Tillich is fundamentally one of the intellectual
sources of religious intellectualism.

Therefore, if we want to learn from Murtaza Mutahhari's approach to the issue of creation
and evolution and extract a methodology, we can say that his basic method is to deal with
contemporary issues step by step and only resort to symbolic interpretation where a realistic
interpretation is not possible. Hence, Mutahhari has only interpreted the story of Adam's
creation based on symbolic language and has generally neither affirmed nor denied other
Qur'anic stories.

In any case, considering symbolic language for some Qur'anic verses may be a successful
approach in resolving conflicts between religious propositions and scientific propositions.
Consequently, such an approach by a thinker like Mutahhari, who spent his life addressing
questions and solving problems related to Islamic issues in the contemporary world, is, in fact,
a beginning for entering the challenging field of modern theological issues and the philosophy
of religion. On the other hand, it is a committed effort to maintain the capability and dynamism
of religious thought, avoid rigidity in the appearances of texts, and preserve the purity and
sanctity of religious texts while avoiding unregulated syncretism and incompatible
combinations.
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Extended Abstract

Plato, in his dialogue Theaetetus and Aristotle in Metaphysics (Book Alpha), both—using
seemingly similar expressions—take “awe” as the origin of philosophy. This statement has
inspired many thinkers throughout the centuries, especially in modern times. The Greek word
arche means origin, or the question “from where?” and “since when?”—which in Latin is
rendered as principium, denoting the spatial and temporal beginning of a thing. Additionally,
the verb “Archean” carries a second meaning: to rule or to dominate.

In Theaetetus, the famous phrase “awe is the beginning of philosophy” appears in the
context of a dialogue where Theaetetus, responding to Socrates’ argument based on
Protagoras’ thought, expresses his astonishment. Socrates, recognizing this reaction, considers
Theaetetus worthy of becoming a philosopher, precisely because he sees “awe” as the starting
point of philosophy.

Nevertheless, from Plato’s statement about the beginning of philosophy, one can discern a
kind of generality. He even, by appealing to a myth that Hesiod recounts in the Theogony—
where the lineage of Iris, the messenger of the gods, is traced back to Thaumas and the
etymology of his name is connected to wonder—regards this myth as a confirmation of the
relationship between awe and philosophy.

On the other hand, in Plato’s doctrine of Ideas, he explores the nature of knowledge
(episteme) by examining its levels—from sensory perception to intellectual intuition (noein).
He ultimately identifies the culmination of knowledge as the contemplation of the Ideas,
especially the ldea of the Good (Agathon). The feeling or affect experienced by the observer
in gazing upon this realm is expressed with the word ekplettein, which signifies a kind of
wonder infused with delight.

From Aristotle’s interpretation in Topica of the verb ekplettein, it appears that he takes this
word to mean not merely an excess but rather the very height of wonder. Accordingly, the
encounter of the observer with ideas—and ultimately with the Idea of the Good—brings him
to a state in which awe and admiration take place together.

Thus, for Plato, awe is not only the beginning but also the end of philosophy—that is, the
recognition of the Ideas and the Idea of the Good.

Aristotle also refers to awe as the beginning of philosophy in his Metaphysics. In his
analysis, philosophy—or the love of wisdom—is rooted in the understanding of principles
(archai) and causes (aitiai). Moreover, by causes, he specifically means the four types:
material, formal, efficient, and final causes.

Aristotle, after Plato and in a different way, let this initial awe transform into its opposite
through the understanding of these four causes. Ultimately, awe is dispelled upon the
attainment of knowledge.

Additionally, according to Aristotle, all things can be subject to awe, as well as statements
or phenomena that provoke astonishment, doubt, and admiration in individuals.

For this reason, he also counts examples such as automaton dolls and solar eclipses among
the things that cause awe. Moreover, Aristotle considers the knowledge possessed by wise men
concerning subjects of understanding—of which ordinary people are ignorant—as another
source of awe and admiration.

In his Rhetoric, Aristotle also includes within the category of wondrous things the speeches
of orators who adorn their words with unusual figures of expression to win the admiration of
their audience.

Thus, it can be said that the word awe for him carries multiple meanings and is not confined
merely to the initial sense of awe. The term even encompasses the meaning of doubt, which
departs from its original sense.

Drawing on Aristotle’s statement, Heidegger considers awe as a fundamental mood—not
as a historical event marking the beginning of philosophy, but as the starting point for
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philosophizing in general, and especially in our contemporary age. This awe takes place as we
egress from self-evidence, confronting the very being we encounter in everyday life, which in
our time is the technical being.

Technology is not only the source of our conception of artificial entities, but also the origin
of our understanding of nature and natural beings. From Heidegger’s perspective, the
metaphysical tradition culminates in technology, which marks the furthest distance from
philosophy’s original question—the question of Being.

The absence of Being in technology startles us and evokes awe, which serves as the first
resonance of thinking and prompts us to question. This questioning is no longer a pursuit of
this or that kind of knowledge, nor is it driven by curiosity or the desire to satisfy it. Rather, it
is directed toward the Being itself, questioning it once again in terms of its Being—that is, its
Seiendheit (beingness)—and ultimately, the Being of the being (Sein des Seienden).

Heidegger believes that what first and exclusively made the Greeks awe was the
concentrated presence of the being in the Being itself—that is, the mode in its Wesen and
Wesung, which is the very foundation of beings. To be in awe is something that must be
relearned, so that instead of the scientific approach—where, by means of method, a
predetermined question is posed along with certain expectations of an answer—the questioner
withdraws and remains with himself, allowing Being to disclose itself in an event imbued with
the atmosphere of awe, makes the questioner as belonging to himself. By doing so, the
questioner stands out (ekstasis), and exposes himself to the disclosure of Being. He must
endure (Ausstehen) in this standing-out.

Thus, Heidegger regards this awe as the beginning of what he calls the “ontological
difference.” In this distinction, a separation is made between being (Seiendes) and Being
(Sein), and although our questioning begins with the being, it ultimately turns toward the Being
of the being—or ultimately, toward Being itself, insofar as it is Being.

Moreover, Heidegger, by emphasizing the second meaning of the Greek verb Archean—
namely, to rule, to dominate, or to be the governing principle that makes a thing what it is—
considers awe not only as the beginning of philosophy but also as its constant companion and
culmination. He regards awe as a fundamental mood that, beyond the historical emergence of
philosophy, always accompanies it, sustains it, and the more abundant it is, the more it
intensifies the philosophical nature of philosophy itself.

Although this interpretation by Heidegger is thought-provoking and holds a significant
place within his philosophical system, it appears to be difficult to reconcile with the statements
of Plato and Aristotle regarding the beginning of philosophy—especially when those
statements are read within the context of their original texts.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The main idea of Maurice Merleau-Ponty's philosophy (1908-1961), as one of the
important representatives of French existentialism, is the return to the nature of the first
experience of reality, the direct relationship of consciousness with oneself and the world, and
the effort to understand the mind and human life in the world. He believes that modern art and
philosophy allow for a rediscovery of "The World of Perception,” the world that emerges to
us through our senses and in our daily lives. According to Merleau-Ponty, perception is not
subjective and internal, but a state of being and a manifestation of our being-in-the-world, and
perceptual phenomena are a natural aspect of our being.

The perspective of Sohrab Sepehri, a renowned Iranian poet and painter, on perception is
similar to Merleau-Ponty's theory of sensory perception.

Sepehri opposes imposed knowledge and the incompatibility with human nature and
equates feelings in his art, both in his poetry and paintings, with sensory perception. This study
aims to meditate on the possibility of emerging the world as we perceive it through the dialectic
of painting, a world that is not just a collection of what meets the eye but an environment and
situation in which we dwell and interact, and we have no choice but to become rivals of
possibilities and impossibilities, opportunities and obstacles. And in this process, by visiting
the collection "The Tree Trunks," we will seek an answer to the question of whether, through
the primordial world created by the dialectic painter, being emerges, and does the dialectic of
painting make the emergence of the "world of culture” possible?

Methodology

This article, in terms of its goal, is fundamental and adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach with a historical perspective. The data collection method used is library research,
and the data analysis is qualitative. The research findings indicate that art, especially the
dialectic of painting, enables a sense of dwelling in the proximity of existence and emerges as
a manifestation of our being-in-the-world. In this process, a rediscovery of the perceived world
becomes possible, and the emergence of being, as interpreted by Merleau-Ponty through the
invisible, what this world contains, preserves it, sees itself, and the inner possibility of the
world as visible.

Discussion

"Trees" or "The Tree Trunks" is a collection of Sepehri's paintings that depict trees
primarily in earthy colors such as brown and ochre, with black, shadowy strokes, arranged in
a limited and dark color palette like his other works. This collection, one of his most important
works, started in the late 1960s and includes a complex intertwining of trees, summarized and
geometric, emphasizing the rough and porous texture of tree trunks. In these works, the trees
are not in the distance, as is common in landscape paintings, but so close that there is no trace
of branches and leaves in the painting frame, only a part of the trunk is visible, as if the painter
is immersed in their shadow and has drawn them, inviting the viewer not only to see but also
to touch, smell, hear, and even taste. One of the first experiences that the viewer encounters
with these works is the liberation from the dominance of pure visual perception; the painting
becomes an opportunity to momentarily regain awareness of our senses and engage in a state
of non-mediated relationship with the world of the artwork, touching us through the painting
and making us aware of its existence.

Sepehri's approach to the issue of perception is similar to Merleau-Ponty's theory of
sensory perception. Merleau-Ponty's philosophy is a study related to life that enables him to
address the issue of the visible. Merleau-Ponty's phenomenology is a deeper sense of
phenomenology, meaning a phenomenology of life, ultimately grounded in contemplation of
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life and defined by this contemplation.

Merleau-Ponty believes that "perception™ can reveal a world; in his view, every world is
not just a collection of entities but an environment and a situation in which we dwell and
navigate, inevitably becoming rivals of possibilities and impossibilities, opportunities, and
obstacles; thus, every world is a space of meaning. Merleau-Ponty, in search of the general
conditions of meaning, brings a wide range of cultural practices to the fore.

Merleau-Ponty, like Heidegger, believes that "the meaning of existence is discovery," and
existence must manifest and reveal itself, but unlike Heidegger, who understands the visibility
of existence through disclosure, studying existence in human being, Merleau-Ponty does not
discover the real meaning of existence through human being, but through the "invisible"; the
invisible in this world, meaning what this world holds, preserves it, makes itself and the inner
possibility of the world visible. According to Merleau-Ponty, painting is also an unveiling of
existence because painting is a visual representation that makes awareness of the invisible
possible. By observing painting as a form of language that signifies existence, he not only
claims that painters do not create their paintings out of nothing but also sees them as witnesses
to the claim that the visible presupposes the invisible, and the collection of visible and invisible
entities constitutes beings.

The human being in its existential appearance forms the core of Sepehri's poems and
thoughts. A human being who is a small world in the realm of the galaxy and the manifestation
of light and the essence of the world in this world. For Sepehri, human existence is a journey
of consciousness, sadness, love, loneliness, the meaning of life, death, and how to confront the
sublime command, which are among the central existentialist concepts in "Eight Books."

Conclusion

The significance of Sohrab Sepehri in the modern art scene of Iran is undeniable. His
mystical life and worldview, deeply rooted in Eastern art, Buddhism, and Zen, alongside his
understanding of Western art and philosophical traditions, have made him an interpreter of
existential being. In the proximity of trees, he found the occurrence of being-in-the-world.
Sepehri sang through his paintings, transforming them into a home for being.

The intertwining of the trunks of trees in Sepehri's work speaks of the passage of time, tells
of the wind and the sun, speaks of the thirsty soil, and of Kashan and its surroundings. Delving
into the texture of the trees alerts us to their corporeality. It reveals an earthly world that intends
to keep its secrets. The silent and dark houses in the distance and the warning from behind the
trees are a reminder of our estrangement from our essence and the existential nature. He makes
us aware of all our senses, not just sight; touch, smell, hear, taste. He reminds us of our bodies.
He invites us to the trees, to the earth, to the soil, and calls us back to the proximity of things,
to touch and engage with the essence of existence. An existence that is closer to us than what
has been said; yes! The truth was with a poet who said: "There was a way from us to the flower,
nothing... .
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Extended Abstract

The mind-body problem has long been central to contemporary philosophy of mind,
particularly in analytic traditions. Among the many theories addressing this issue, the identity
theory -especially in its two dominant readings, type identity and token identity- offers a
physicalist framework to understand mental phenomena. This paper explores both variants of
identity theory, critically assesses their strengths and weaknesses, and investigates Donald
Davidson's theory of anomalous monism and supervenience as a response to the challenges
posed to reductive physicalism.

The type identity theory asserts that mental states are identical with specific types of
physical states. For example, the mental state of pain is nothing over and above a particular
type of brain process. This theory offers a reductive and scientifically attractive model,
supporting the unity of science and enabling mental phenomena to be explained in terms of
physical laws. However, the type identity theory encounters substantial difficulties,
particularly the problem of multiple realizability. Hilary Putnam and others have argued that
the same mental state can be realized by different physical states in different organisms or even
in machines, suggesting that mental types cannot be strictly reduced to a single type of physical
realization.

In contrast, the token identity theory maintains that while each particular mental event is
identical to a particular physical event, there need not be a strict identity between mental and
physical types. This view accommaodates the multiple realizability of mental states, preserving
a form of non-reductive physicalism. Nevertheless, token identity theory struggles to explain
how mental properties can have causal efficacy if they are not reducible to physical laws. This
concern opens the door to further inquiry into how mental events relate to the physical world
without invoking dualism or epiphenomenalism.

To address this tension, Donald Davidson proposes the theory of anomalous monism,
where mental events are token-identical with physical events but not governed by strict
psychological-physical laws. Mental events are said to supervene on physical events: there
cannot be a change in the mental without a change in the physical. Yet, mental properties are
not reducible to physical properties. Supervenience, as Davidson presents it, involves three
elements: non-reducibility, covariation, and dependence. First, mental phenomena are not
analytically or ontologically reducible to physical phenomena. Second, mental events co-vary
with physical ones, such that identical physical configurations will result in identical mental
states. Third, mental events depend asymmetrically on physical events; the physical constitutes
the base upon which the mental arises.

This nuanced relationship preserves the distinctiveness of mental vocabulary while
situating it within a physicalist ontology. Davidson’s position, however, has been criticized for
being vague and for lacking explanatory power regarding how exactly mental supervenience
works without laws. Critics like Jaegwon Kim have noted that Davidson’s account reads more
like a metaphysical gesture than a detailed theory.

Another central theme in the paper is the debate over mental causation. Functionalism—
particularly computational and machine-state functionalism—provides a framework where
mental states are defined by their causal roles in a system, akin to the entries in a Turing
machine table. In this view, mental states are individuated by their functional roles rather than
their physical makeup. Functionalism allows for a kind of independence of psychological
explanation from strict physical reduction.

However, wide content functionalism, which includes the historical and environmental
context in the individuation of mental states, faces challenges concerning mental causation.

If the content of a thought depends on external factors, how can that content causally
explain behaviour? Dennett’s soda machine analogy is used to highlight this point: the machine
responds to the physical properties of a coin, not its economic value, which is an externally
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defined property. Similarly, if propositional attitudes derive their meaning from external
relations, their causal role becomes unclear.

Fred Dretske’s approach attempts to resolve this by distinguishing between behavior and
bodily movement. He argues that while physical properties explain bodily motions, intentional
content explains behavior, which is rational and goal-directed. Still, this solution conflates
epistemic explanation with metaphysical causation. Dretske is criticized for not fully
accounting for how the meaning of a mental state could be a genuine cause of physical events.

In light of these debates, the paper concludes that while type identity theory offers a
reductive clarity, it fails to account for the variability of mental realization. Token identity
theory, while more flexible, faces difficulties in securing the causal efficacy of mental
properties. Davidson’s supervenience account, though non-reductive and elegantly avoiding
dualism, remains metaphysically underdeveloped and epistemologically ambiguous.
Functionalism provides useful tools for modelling mental processes, but runs into problems
when addressing the causal powers of wide content states.

Ultimately, the paper suggests that none of the theories surveyed provides a fully
satisfactory resolution to the mind-body problem. However, the progression from type identity
through token identity and toward supervenience reflects an evolving understanding of how
the mental might be both part of and yet not wholly reducible to the physical world. The issue
of mental causation, especially as it intersects with questions of intentionality and content,
remains a crucial frontier for future inquiry in philosophy of mind.
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Extended Abstract

This article explores the concept of existential communication and its significance from
the point of view of Karl Jaspers' existential philosophy, using the research method of concept
analysis of the type of conceptual interpretation and expansion. The author tries to show that,
from Jasper's point of view, the need for existential communication is a fundamental and
inherent need in human existence. Accordingly, the concept of existential communication is
defined and analyzed as the communication of life. Jaspers posits that establishing existential
communication provides a foundation for achieving self-awareness and attaining Existenz,
considering it a form of experiencing the eternal moment. From his point of view, existential
communication is highly unique and subjective, and its purpose is to be in an intimate and
honest relationship with another individual. Jaspers views existential communication as a
quest for existential truth, guiding not only human relationships but also individuals towards
God as the absolute existence, the transcendent being.

An overview of the philosophical works of Jaspers mentioned above shows that this
philosopher discusses various forms of communication; however, the greatest importance is
given to the analysis of existential communication. Why? The reason is that Jasper was
concerned about the human situation, his mental state in the modern world. Jaspers believed that
the human "spirit and heart" are called to communication, and his personality is shaped through
existential communication. (Gordon, 2000:107). Therefore, in Jaspers' philosophy, there is an
inseparable link between communication and human life. Jaspers clearly adopted this basic
attitude from Kierkegaard's philosophy. In his work "Reason and Existenz" (1957b), he speaks
of three states of being. In this context, clear similarities can be seen with Kierkegaard's three
stages of life. Jaspers repeatedly emphasizes in his writings that human existence is
unconditionally inclined towards communication, noting that "the greatest achievement of a
human being in this world is the communication of one personality with another" (Jaspers,
1973:71). In fact, here Jaspers refers to existential communication, which is considered the main
goal of man. His philosophy is full of statements that emphasize the special importance of
existential communication in human life. ® It can be claimed that Jaspers tries to "prove the
priority of human communication over the formation of man™ (Gordon, 2000:111). According to
him, every new human being is born in communication. Therefore, existential communication
provides the birth of human personality and existence. 2 In addition, Jaspers, like Kierkegaard,
emphasizes the constant presence of the individual in communication. "First, man exists as a
being in the world who has a relationship with himself. Second, man exists as a being who is in
communication with other people as beings" (Jaspers, 2000: 114).

This shows that Jaspers considers humans to be relative beings who, as communicative
beings, have their authentic existence and identity derived from existential communication. In
the second volume of his three-volume book Philosophy, in a chapter entitled
"Communication,” he repeatedly emphasizes the priority of communication for becoming
human: "I am only through communication with another" (Jaspers, 1970, 47). And in another
part of the book, he says, "Just as | am not conscious without an object, | am not self-conscious
without the self-consciousness of others from myself" (Jaspers, 1970, 51). Therefore, it can be
claimed that existential communication is an integral part and the secret of human existence.
In analyzing this view, Gordon states that "Jaspers sees communication as the universal
condition of a human being, to the extent that our comprehensive essence, which is what we
are and what is for us, is tied to communication™ (Gordon, 2000:106).

To summarize the points presented, it should first be noted that existential communication
is a certain secret of human life and its existential need. Secondly, this communication is the
basis of authentic existence and its main purpose, since it is only through this highest form of
communication that man can realize the purpose of his existence and become his true self. It
can be claimed that this type of communication "reveals the unique horizons of existential
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creation" (Kacerauskas, 2010:18). Therefore, "for Jaspers, existential communication is the
most complete, fundamental and effective form of communication” (Gérniak-Kocikowska,
2012:423). Thirdly, existential communication is not merely a process of exchanging words,
but a communication in which the subjective world of two people and their existential depth
meet, when "existence communicates with existence." Therefore, existential communication
can rightly be called the communication of life.

The second aspect that reveals itself in the discussion of existential communication is truth.
From Jasper's point of view, communication is vital for philosophy and the achievement of
philosophical truth. "Truth," for Jaspers, is based on communication: If I could have achieved
truth alone, in absolute solitude, I would never have suffered so much from the lack of
communication, and | would never have experienced such an unparalleled pleasure from
authentic communication. But 1 am only in connection with the other; alone, | am nothing
(Jaspers, 1973:80).

Philosophical truth arises specifically through human dialogue, grows out of the authentic
communication between selves who are trying to understand themselves and the other, life and
meaning, and is not simply transferred from one to the other. It is a truth that comes into being for
the first time in the course of communication, a truth that is only actualized within it and through
it; a truth that is neither pre-existent to be transferred to another, nor a goal that can be achieved by
a particular method and considered without valid communication (Jaspers, 1957b: 97).

The third aspect that stands out in Jasper's analysis of existential communication is
"existential ethics," which can be related to "ethics of communication.” In speaking of existential
communication, Jaspers specifies the ethical position and values of the individual in relation to
the other person with whom we want to establish authentic and real communication.
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Extended Abstract

This research proceeds to explore the relationship between two fundamental conceptions
of law: one in ancient Greek thought, embodied in the notion of nomos in Plato, and the other
in the modern world, represented by the concept of law in Kafka’s The Trial. We aim to present
a philosophical interpretation of law as a metaphysical and sovereign phenomenon that,
beyond legal and political structures, exercises power over human existence and the body. This
study reconstructs the semantic transformations of nomos in the Greek tradition and, drawing
upon Foucault’s theories of the body and power as well as Agamben’s concept of bare life,
compares the ontological structure of law in Plato and Kafka. The methodology is analytical
and comparative, based on close textual interpretation and philosophical commentary.

1. Problem Statement and Theoretical Framework

We begin by invoking Dante and Hobbes’s analysis of sovereignty in Leviathan to articulate
the central question: law, as an instrument of governance, embodies a history of coercion and
violence. Unlike juridical or political studies that focus on the legitimacy of rule, we investigate
the essence of law as a self-founding and transhistorical force. The core question is whether
nomos in Greek philosophy and law in the modern age shares an ontological structure, and if so,
at what level—rational, moral, or biopolitical—this similarity emerges.

To explore this, we examine two seminal texts: Plato’s Crito, in which Socrates refuses to
escape from prison and submits to the command of law, and Kafka’s The Trial, in which Josef
K. is arrested without cause and ultimately executed. In both works, law appears as an absolute
and unanswerable authority before which the individual is reduced to silence and obedience.

2. The Origin and Semantic Transformation of Nomos in Greek Thought

In the first section, we trace the etymology and semantic evolution of véuog. Derived from
véuw, meaning “to distribute” or “to allocate,” nomos evolved from denoting natural order in
the archaic period to signifying a codified human law in the classical era. Based on Herodotus
and modern scholarship, we show that by the fifth century BCE, nomos had replaced thesmos,
acquiring a political dimension. Through analysis of Hesiod, Aeschylus, and Pindar, we
identify three semantic stages:

1. In Hesiod, nomos (linked with dike) is a divine and universal law bestowed by
Zeus.

2. In Aeschylus, it becomes a human institution mediating between rulers and the
populace, enabling critique of authority.

3. In Pindar, it acquires both divine and political aspects, transforming into the
absolute principle of sovereign power.

Thus, Plato inherits a conception of nomos that is simultaneously sacred and political.
Across his works, he reshapes their relationship: in his early dialogues such as Crito and
Protagoras, nomos is set against physis (nature), affirming the primacy of conventional over
natural law; in later works, Plato seeks to reconcile nomos with reason and education,
attempting to transcend its despotic tendencies.

3. Philosophical Analysis of the Crito

We divide Crito into three structural moments: the initial dialogue between Crito and
Socrates in prison; the recollection of earlier ethical principles; and the imagined dialogue
between Socrates and the Laws (Nomoi). Crito appeals to practical and social reasoning, urging
Socrates to escape to protect his family and reputation. Socrates, by contrast, grounds his
refusal in moral and rational argument. The climactic conversation with the personified Laws
presents nomos as both the creator and guardian of the polis. The Laws tell Socrates that
disobedience to the court’s verdict would dissolve the political order; even unjust laws must
be obeyed, since social order precedes individual justice.
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We argue that Plato thereby portrays nomos as a product of logos—a creation of rational
discourse and agreement that, once established, transcends human reason itself. The dialogue
reveals three interrelated levels of justification:

- the logical (order as a condition of survival),
- the ethical (gratitude toward law as a nurturing father),
- and the theological (continuity of the law’s authority in the afterlife).

By fusing these dimensions, Plato constructs a law that is autonomous, absolute, and
immune to critique. Hence, we conclude that the nomos of the Crito, despite its rational facade,
is fundamentally authoritarian, encompassing every sphere of human existence and leaving no
space for dissent. It represents a synthesis of the religious nomos of Hesiod, the political nomos
of Aeschylus, and the sovereign nomos of Pindar.

4. Analysis of Kafka’s The Trial

In the second major section, we interpret The Trial as the modern embodiment of this same
legal structure. Kafka depicts a modern world in which law has lost its human face and has
become an impersonal bureaucratic network devoid of moral logic. Josef K., arrested without
charge, gradually discovers that the courts operate in hidden, suffocating spaces—attics and dark
rooms—where the legal process serves no purpose beyond its own perpetuation. The various
figures Josef encounters—faceless officials, the sickly lawyer, Leni, Titorelli, the court painter,
and the prison chaplain—each manifest a different aspect of the law’s absurdity. Titorelli’s
assertion that “there is no true acquittal” crystallizes Kafka’s vision: law in the modern age
functions not as an instrument of justice but as a self-replicating mechanism of power.

Kafka’s parable “Before the Law,” inserted near the end of the novel, reveals the paradoxical
nature of law. The peasant who spends his life waiting to enter the Law ultimately learns that the
gate was meant for him alone, yet dies without ever being admitted. We interpret this parable as
a precise analogue of Plato’s nomos: a law that simultaneously invites and excludes, that
promises access but never grants it. Law maintains its authority through the deferral of entry—it
governs by keeping the subject perpetually waiting. In this way, law’s presence is constituted by
its absence, just as the nomos in Crito asserts itself through the absence of justice.

5. Comparative Perspective: Law and the Body in Foucault

Building on Michel Foucault’s Discipline and Punish, we analyze how both texts link law
to the body. For Foucault, modern power operates through the regulation and exhibition of the
body. We extend this insight to both Plato and Kafka: Socrates’ imprisoned body and Josef
K.’s confined body are the sites where law materializes its authority. In each case, the law does
not persuade but rather possesses. The condemned body becomes a medium through which
law manifests its sovereignty. Through ritualized submission and confession, the subject
internalizes the command of law and participates in its perpetuation.

Confession plays a central role in this dynamic. The condemned must become, as Foucault
puts it, “the herald of his own condemnation.” Socrates, by silently accepting his death,
performs this confession; Josef K., through his futile efforts to justify himself, reenacts it in a
modern bureaucratic key. In both narratives, the body, as the final locus of power, is ultimately
annihilated: Socrates by the hemlock, Josef K. by the knife of two anonymous agents. Law
consummates its rule through the destruction of the very body it has subjugated.

6. Comparative Perspective: Law and Bare Life in Agamben

Next, drawing upon Giorgio Agamben’s notion of homo sacer, we reveal another structural
parallel between the two texts. In Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life, Agamben
argues that the modern state, by creating the “state of exception,” transforms the citizen into a
sacred yet killable being—one who can be killed without the act counting as murder. We find
both Socrates and Josef K. situated in this condition. Socrates, by accepting his sentence,



Existential Communication as the Basis for Authentic Human Existence... (pp. 145-168) / 148

becomes a sacred man upon whom nomaos exercises total authority; Josef K., though outwardly
a citizen, is stripped of all legal protection, and his execution by nameless hands embodies the
pure state of exception. In both cases, law exists only as the power to take life.

From this perspective, the Platonic nomos and Kafka’s law are mechanisms for producing
bare life. Both reduce the human being from a rational subject to a mere living entity whose
only relation to law is submission and death. Despite their historical distance, Plato and Kafka
disclose the same logic of sovereignty—a power that creates life to destroy it.

7. Conclusion

We conclude that nomos in Plato’s Crito and law in Kafka’s The Trial are ontologically and
functionally homologous. Both are absolute, self-legitimating, and resistant to critique; both claim
rational or moral authority while operating through violence and obedience. In Crito, nomos
legitimizes itself through ethical and theological rhetoric; in The Trial, law perpetuates itself
through bureaucratic opacity and linguistic formalism. In each, the individual’s existence is reduced
to survival through submission. Thus, in both texts, law transcends the legal sphere and assumes a
metaphysical dimension—an all-encompassing force governing both body and soul.

Our comparative reading demonstrates that these two works, though separated by millennia,
reveal the same philosophical structure of domination. Crito is not merely an ethical dialogue about
obedience to the law but a proto-modern exposition of power’s metaphysical claim over life. The
Trial exposes the same mechanism in its modern, bureaucratic form. Nomos and law are two
historical configurations of a single truth: the truth of law as total domination over life.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Historians will probably consider the years 1978-1980 as a revolutionary turning point in the
economic, social, and political history of the world in the future. The years when Deng Xiaoping
in China combined a free economy with communist regulations, Paul VVolcker became chairman
of the US Federal Reserve, Margaret Thatcher became Prime Minister of Britain by limiting the
power of labor unions and ending the disastrous stagflation, and Ronald Reagan became
President of the United States. VVolcker, Thatcher, Reagan, and Xiaopeng all raised debates that
had been going on for a long time, but were only being addressed by a minority, and transformed
them into debates by the majority, eventually bringing out of the darkness and obscurity a specific
doctrine that came to be known as neoliberalism, which has been an important guiding principle
of human thought and economic and social management for more than four decades.
Neoliberalism should be understood as a dominant rationality that creates distinct types of
subjects, behaviors, value systems, and social meaning-making. This rationality gives an
economic character to all human spheres and activities, and instead of a model of society based
on a social contract that leads to the creation of justice, it proposes a conception according to
which society is organized in the form of a market, and that it is the requirements of the market
that guide states. As neoliberal rationality is replaced by the common sense of the people, the
principles of this kind of rationality not only govern us through the state, but also find a pervasive
presence in workplaces, schools, hospitals, sports stadiums, the media, and in short, in all human
inclinations and decisions (Brown et al., 2022: 22).

Methods and Data
The method of this research is documentary and, based on various texts, it examines the
nature of neoliberalism and the criticisms it has received.

Findings

Development According to Wendy Brown, neoliberalism accuses the social of being
imaginary and unreal and thereby becomes egalitarian. But at the cost of sacrificing the
spontaneous order of markets and moral standards. Neoliberal wisdom portrays the adherence
to these norms and routines as a misguided attempt to undermine freedom, to replace moral
imperatives with political ones, and to engage in totalitarian social engineering (Brown et al,
2022: 51). Brown believes that the political sphere, along with other aspects of contemporary
life, has succumbed to an economic rationality; in other words, not only has humanity been
completely configured as an economic man, but all aspects of human life have been shaped
according to a market rationality. While this requires the submission of all action and politics
to utilitarian considerations, it is equally important that the outcome of all human and
conventional actions be treated as a rational corporate action and according to a profit-seeking,
utilitarian calculation or consent to the microeconomic network of scarcity, supply, and
demand, and moral and value neutrality.

Pierre Bourdieu sees neoliberalism as a utopia of limitless exploitation that has been
operationalized as a coherent program for the systematic destruction of collective structures
that could create an obstacle to the logic of the perfect market (Bourdieu, 2019: 84). Neoliberal
governmentality is a Foucauldian reading of the relationship between neoliberal discourse and
the modern state, which presents new mechanisms of modern state intervention in social
policymaking under neoliberalism. In The Birth of Biopolitics as a Paleontologist, Foucault is
interested in the mechanisms of formulation that govern the objects, concepts, and practices of
neoliberal discourse. According to Foucault, neoliberalism reformulates the classical theory of
the free market, but instead of defining the market in terms of exchange, it substitutes
competition (Foucault, 2023: 168).
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According to Byung-Chul Han, the neoliberal political psyche has always brought about more
innovative methods of exploitation. Countless self-management workshops, motivational
rehabilitation, and seminars on personality and mental training promise unlimited self-optimization
and increased productivity. Subjects are guided by neoliberal techniques of domination, which aim
not only to invest in working hours but also in the personality or self of the subject. All these
techniques are directed at individual orders and, in fact, at the subjects’ lives. Neoliberalism
considers the whole human being as an object of exploitation (Han, 2021b: 35).

Zygmunt Bauman condemns the consumerism inspired by the neoliberals, such as von Hayek
and von Mises, for being hypocritical on two counts; first, industrial capitalism was much more
honest than neoliberal capitalism based on consumerism, because it was blunt and unvarnished.
The industrial capitalism was saying, “These are the bosses, these are the employers, and these
are the workers; people are and will remain branches; all we can offer is the chance that if you
really try your best, you will join those who are better than you; but there will always be winners
and losers and so on” (Bauman, 2017: 370). Consumerism based on neoliberal capitalism does
not have this frankness; it promises something it cannot deliver. Consumerism, in fact, promises
the universalization of happiness. Everyone is free to choose, and if everyone is allowed to enter
the store, then everyone is equally happy. This is one of the hypocrisies of consumerism. The
next hypocrisy is its limitation and inability to do what it pretends to do, namely, that when
freedom of consumption is granted, the problem of freedom is completely solved, and this is the
reduction of freedom to consumerism. People are led to forget that there are other ways to express
themselves than simply buying a better product and consumerism. The first hypocrisy is due to
the mockery of the principle of justice, and the second hypocrisy is due to the mockery of the
principle of self-expression (Bauman, 2017: 370-371).

Conclusion and Discussion

Over the past few decades, the philosophy of neoliberalism has existed in all areas of human
life, but the debate about its essence and nature in the current era and in view of the economic
crises and class and cultural divides that have occurred in different societies has attracted more
and more attention from researchers and experts. So far, various studies have been conducted in
different fields of social and human sciences on the essence and nature of neoliberalism, but these
studies have mostly occurred abroad, and within the country, studies related to neoliberalism
have begun in earnest in the last decade. The debate about neoliberalism is still very heated
among its critics and supporters, but the reality is that there is no coherent theoretical reading of
neoliberalism in our country and most of it is ideological fronts. Accordingly, this study
attempted to examine the historical roots of neoliberalism, and to present a coherent picture of
the essence and nature of neoliberalism using different and credible sources, examining the views
of different experts, first providing a definition of neoliberalism, and then listing its
characteristics. What was evident in the aforementioned definitions is that neoliberalism has an
economic nature, although it is referred to as a type of political governance, but in fact it is based
on the logic of the free market and economic rationality. The basic characteristics of
neoliberalism, based on the texts under review, are: emphasis on the free market, technology,
non-intervention or intervention by the state in favor of the market, individual freedoms, of
course in the economic sense, competition based on market order, privatization, and profit-
seeking. Each of these characteristics manifests itself in specific ways in different societies.
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