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The problem of the limitedness and unlimitedness of language 

boundaries about the reality of things has a long history. In this 

perspective, with the assumption of language as a "mirror", the question 
has always revolved around how language can "represent" things as they 

are. However, based on his philosophical hermeneutic principles, 

Gadamer largely overcomes the common distinction between word and 

thing (even between language and thought) and places the distinction in 

the language itself and our linguisticality. In this regard, he appeals to 

the "inner word" implied in the Christian tradition and the expressed 
word in the philosophical tradition in order to show the limitedness and 

unlimitedness of language boundaries. In this article, while reviewing 

some of Gadamer's important insights on language, we try to use a 

descriptive-analytical method to show how and why he goes beyond the 

aforementioned distinctions. What are the hermeneutic results of 

Gadamer assuming the distinction between the inner and the expressed 
word? We will also show that by assuming the inner word, which we 

can speak only with "stuttering", Gadamer somehow places his project 

in the Kantian epistemological tradition. Of course, it has some 

difficulties. 
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Perception is the second stage of the developmental process of consciousness 
in Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit, which consists of logical necessity and 

universality. It clears the ground for the possibility of the emergence of things 

as “essence” for the first time in this process. The conflict between the unity 

of the thing and plurality of its properties is, however, a fundamental problem 

that thinkers in the first phase of the history of philosophy (namely, the 

Aristotelian’s intellectual tradition) tried to solve by making the distinction 
between essential and non-essential aspects of the thing and ascribing the 

latter to it multitudinous properties. Nevertheless, when the subject’s role in 

achieving knowledge came to the front in Modern Philosophy, this solution 

of Naïve Realism was being challenged, and rethinking it was quite required. 

As a consequence, this rethinking at first resulted in turning this conflict into 

an insoluble controversy between Rationalism and Empiricism in ascribing 
the essential aspect (unity) to the thing (or the object) and the non-essential 

one (plurality) to the subject by the former and its vice-versa by the latter; the 

controversy which Kant’s Copernican Revolution proceeded to be its final 

terminator through invalidating the traditional distinction between essential 

and non-essential and re-defining the notion of “essence” under the subject’s 
transcendental conditions for knowledge; However once again his solution 

was put into the challenge by Hegel’s phenomenology.  
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11 αἰσχος ἐγγιγνόμενον 

12 disgusting to touch 

13 καθαρσιν 

14 καθαρσεων 

15 ζηνα 

16 Δια 

17 καθαρόν 

18 καθαιρειν 

19 καθαρμοι 

20 φαρμακον 

21 αθροιζεσθαι 

22 συναγειρεσθαι 

23 μονην 

24 αυτην 

25 εκτελούνται 

26 καθαρμένος 

27 κσθσρμον 

28 ψυχη̂ς 

29 καθαιρεται 

30 Very difficult to realize that there is in every soul an organ or instrument of knowledge that is purified 

and kindled afresh by such studies. (χαλεπὸν πιστεῦσαι, ὅτιἐντούτοιςτοῖς μαθήμασιν ἑκάστουὄργανόν 

τιψυχῆςἐκκαθαιρεται.) 

31 analysis 
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