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Consciousness and the way of emerging from the material brain have always 

been fundamental questions in the philosophy of mind and significant 

challenges in cognitive sciences. This field, composed of philosophers, 

psychologists, experimental scientists, and neuroscientists, seeks to explain 

the connection between mind and body and the fundamental question of how 

the physical neurons of the brain produce non-physical conscious 

experiences. One of the prominent theories in this area is "Panpsychism," 

which addresses this challenge as a conceptual approach. This historical 

question has not been overlooked by Islamic philosophers and logicians and 

has been discussed and analyzed in various ways. In the realm of 

consciousness studies, direct awareness of the self and its states can lead to 

comparisons among different theories. This research aims to pose the 

fundamental question of panpsychism and compare it with the findings of 

Islamic thinkers, particularly Mulla Sadra. This study employs a descriptive, 

analytical, and critical method to examine the strengths and weaknesses, as 

well as the commonalities and differences in the aforementioned viewpoints. 
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Extended Abstract 

Consciousness and how it emerges from the material brain have always been fundamental 
questions in the philosophy of mind and significant challenges in cognitive sciences. Cognitive 
sciences, composed of philosophers, psychologists, scientists, and neuroscientists, seeks to 
explain the connection between mind and body and the fundamental question of how the 
physical neurons of the brain produce non-physical consciousness. One of the prominent 
theories in this area is "Panpsychism," which addresses this challenge as a conceptual 
approach. 

The aim of this research is to pose the fundamental question of panpsychism and compare 
it with the findings of Islamic thinkers, particularly Mulla Sadra.  

This study employs a descriptive, analytical, and critical method to examine the strengths 
and weaknesses, as well as the commonalities and differences in the aforementioned 
viewpoints. 

What is Consciousness? 

What Panpsychism says about Consciousness, human understanding, and acceptance of 
the sweetness of a chocolate, toothache, feeling sleepy, smelling the smell and fragrance of 
roses, fear,etc, are perceived directly.  It is the direct presence of that sense for humans or the 
way the brain receives and perceives it. 

Panpsychism suggests that “the fundamental particles of the universe are intelligent and 
aware.” Therefore, some fundamental particles of the brain are also conscious. Some 
physicalist panpsychists, such as Glenn Strawson and Christoph Koch, try to trace psychics 
out of nature. but some of them, like David Chalmers, consider consciousness to be non-
physical. 

Physicalist panpsychism believes as physics accepts body, motion, acceleration, space, 
etc., we should add consciousness to them as fundamental particles. 

The awareness of the fundamental particles of the world does not come from another world, 
like the spiritual world; it is one of the characteristics of this world, but it is non-physical and 
does not conflict with physics. 

This initial statement of panpsychism faced many challenges, which inevitably forced its 
proponents to present a more complete version of their theory. 

In 2016, David Chalmers proposed a new version of Panpsychism that avoids the previous 
pitfalls by stating that consciousness in fundamental particles is potential, not actual. 

It is the micro-phenomena that bring together the macro-phenomena, not any combination, 
so consciousness emerges in the macro-phenomena. 

Consciousness is potential in micro-phenomena; it is actualized in macro-phenomena with 
a special combination. 

With this approach, although Panpsychism has escaped from some bugs but it has accepted 
Emergentism. 

This historical question has not been overlooked by Islamic philosophers and logicians and 
has been discussed and analyzed in various ways. In the realm of consciousness studies, direct 
awareness of the self and its states can lead to comparisons among different theories 

According to Islamic philosophers, my awareness of myself is a simple and indivisible 
perception. my awareness of my mental states, such as fear, is direct and immediate when I 
am afraid. When I love someone or something, I find this inner attraction in myself. when I 
decide on something, I am directly aware of my decision and will. When I directly find my 
hunger, pleasure, and pain, it is all through the (ilme hozuri). 

According to Islamic philosophers, the relationship between "mind and body" or the 

difficult problem of consciousness was previously discussed as the relationship between "soul 

and body". The brain or mind is not all human, but it is a power of human faculties 
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Islamic philosophers do not consider consciousness to be exclusively created from the 
brain. Powers such as the heart, external and internal senses, and supernatural forces are 
involved in consciousness. 

Based on his philosophy, Mulla Sadra believes that although all parts of existence are 
conscious, he considers consciousness to be unique to living beings. 

Having a soul and a body is the main condition for consciousness. If a being does not have 
a body, consciousness does not arise; if it does not have a soul, consciousness does not arise 
either. 

Bug of panpsychism 

1- One of the important paradoxes of panpsychism is that, on the one hand, it considers 
existence to be rational, and on the other hand, it ignores the soul of a person in the explanation 
of consciousness. 

2- One of the other problems of panpsychism is that in its initial question, it considers 
consciousness as a property or state or qualia and asks how it arises from the brain. But in 
response, he leans towards the Substance of consciousness and considers it as one of the 
fundamental particles of the world 

3- There is a confusion between human consciousness and the awareness of non-rational 
and non-human beings. The human conscious mind can create various sciences and their 
branches, but fundamental particles cannot do such a thing. 

4- By accepting the intelligent fundamental particles of the world, Panpsychism is not able 
to solve how to issue consciousness from the brain. 

As much as science advances, it can create rational beings, such as Cloned humans and 
animals, etc., that have a soul and can have consciousness, but "soulless" creatures or "artificial 
intelligence" will not be able to. 
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