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Article Info ABSTRACT

Even though Mulla Sadra believes in the soul and Daniel Dennett is a physicalist,

Article type: L . o . R

they have a significant analytical similarity regarding the permissibility of

Research voluntary behavior within the scope of necessity arising from monopoly. By
Article accepting knowledge and necessity as the real attributes of the soul, Mulla Sadra
builds the initial foundation of his thought. Among the types of agency, he

considers manifestative agency to be appropriate for the issuance of the will itself.

Daniel Dennett, a neuroscientist and evolutionary physicist who justifies all

human activities based on the information hidden in DNA, the human genome,

Received: and the electrochemical processes in the fractal chain of the brain and nerves,

introduces freedom of will, awareness, love, and other similar internal matters as
2024/09/22 part of a purely physical identity. Unlike Mulla Sadra, in line with his evolutionary
thought, he negates the description of science as a necessary attribute of a moral
agent, and then by proposing the law of the Evolution Theory, that is, the rule of
2024/12/14 “natural selection”, he explains science as a valuable gift of natural selection and
an accidental attribute for man and introduces it as a condition for the issuance of
the will — which in his opinion is one of the other products of natural selection —
although the steps of its formation cannot be accurately identified. The critical
point in Dennett’s idea is his belief in the gradual formation of mental qualities
and agency based on natural selection. According to Mulla Sadra’s approach, free
will is an existential attribute arising from within self-awareness. Extending the
subtleties of the evolutionary process proposed by Dennett to the Sadrian
integrated body-soul analysis will add to the richness of Mulla Sadra’s theory.
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Extended Abstract

A harmony between a radical reading of physicalism and immateriality separate from the
material body is impossible because, on one hand, radical physicalists do not believe in a
separate causal role for the will, and, on the other hand, the Peripatetic unattached and
immaterial soul is limited to rational absolute immateriality and does not accept immaterial
imaginal representative mediation. However, in the physicalism of Dennett, who accepts the
causality of mental qualities, the path of dialogue is open regarding Sadrian immateriality as
he considers the soul to be susceptible to materiality. Dennett, who accepts the agency of the
will after being formed by natural selection, makes an analysis similar to the Sadrian belief in
the soul in terms of consequences with the difference that Dennett considers the mental quality
of the will to have a physical identity and an accidental attribute; however, Mulla Sadra
considers the will and all aspects of imagination and sensation to be immaterial and real
attributes of the soul. Mulla Sadra begins his moderate idea by opposing Peripatetic
philosophers regarding the analysis of the way the soul was created. Due to the lack of a
precedent, he considers the ruling on the permissibility of issuing an unattached soul to the
body to be invalid. The immaterial cause of existence (the active intellect) does not have an
opening through which the soul can be sent towards the body in an immanent manner (i.e.
separate from the immaterial realm and actually enter the material realm, which is impossible).

In contrast to the Peripatetics, Mulla Sadra considers the soul to be selfsame as the body
initially; a body that is congruent with the subsequent levels of the flourishing of the soul. To
increase the existential capacity of the soul, the immaterial factors play a serious role. Despite
the effect of the immaterial aspect and body on each other, they do not have a creational role
in relation to one another. In the two theories, the stages of advancement proceed step by step
and at the beginning, a human being only possesses a vegetative life; however, Dennett
believes the stages proceed through natural selection and after certain stages, the mind and
mental outputs such as the will arise through natural selection. In Sadrian thought, the soul
goes beyond the vegetative stage through substantial motion, obtains the senses and voluntary
motion, and through the continuation of motion, obtains human reason. His analysis does not
refute Dennett’s natural selection; however, in Dennett’s thought regarding advancement, all
the elements, from beginning to end, possess a physical identity and there is no kind of
encroachment beyond the limits of the physical. Mulla Sadra, in contrast, considers everything
from beginning to end as the continuous and connected reality of the soul. Having acquired
capacity, the soul obtains the lowest aspect of immateriality with the first imagination and with
reasoning, obtains the next levels of immateriality.

Dennett considers the will to be a physical matter and uses it in the same familiar meaning;
however, Mulla Sadra uses it in the three areas of the affecting will, the affected will, and the
emerging will.

Dennett considers mental qualities such as the will and knowledge as gifts of the element
of natural selection and, in an innovative analysis, regards the involuntariness of the will as a
solution to the contradiction in the domain of the will; however, he does not provide an analysis
of how the will is issued in a human being. Mulla Sadra, however, explains how the will is
issued through the manifestation of the human soul. Dennett considers the existence of mental
fluctuations such as reflection and regret as the difference between the agency of the soul and
other coercive factors of nature; however, in contrast to Robert Keane, he certainly does not
regard the existence of the possibility of alternatives as a necessary or sufficient condition for
free will. Similarly, since Mulla Sadra considers the will to be among existential realities, he
regards the issuance of the will without necessity to be impossible and considers the
dependence of freedom of will on the existence of Ash‘arite choices null and void. Dennett
believes the formation of language, culture, and other products of human civilization occurs
through natural selection, but does not provide any explanation regarding the certain harmony
between the products of natural selection and logical and mathematical beliefs. However,
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Mulla Sadra does not consider the necessity that governs rational and mathematical
concomitants to negate freedom of will because the voluntary breaking of any certain rational
bond is impossible and can never cause the will to be limited. Dennett considers the effect of
the will on one’s own or others’ decisions as one of the qualities of rational human beings, and
in this sense, he believes in a clear distinction between a rational and mature individual and
non-rational beings.

Conclusion and suggestions

The author believes that there is no conflict between the stages of the formation of human
reality around the body and soul from Mulla Sadra’s point of view and the cerebral processes
and natural selection according to Dennett. Despite the mutual relationship between the body
and soul, each choice of the soul can occur as a result of natural selection because Sadrian free
will is an existential attribute and possesses a suitable position to motivate the limbs, and the
effect of each, free will and natural selection, does not negate the effect of the other. The
harmony of the will and biological factors can be observed in an ill person: a person consumes
medicine by choice, and the cells of the immune system start defending. With the suitable
combination of Dennett’s idea and Sadrian theory, it is possible to reach a maximal body-soul
explanation for free will in which both the freedom of specific wills is ensured and the soul’s
“single-dependent” management concerning bodily actions is justified.
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