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This article analyzes John Rawls’s moral foundations and compares

Article type:
them with Descartes’ Provisional Ethics. The basis and consequence of
Research . . .
these two moral theories are inclined, in the case of Rawls, to develop
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The present article proceeds based on this question: In the dialogue between Rawls's theory
of justice and Descartes' theory of Provisional Ethics, which of them will be able to present a
more efficient plan bound by the constraint of brevity in theoretical foundations? The second
question, and a continuation of the first question, can be raised: Is it possible to combine the two
theories, or to interact between the two, in order to present the expected theory? In fact, if neither
of the theories can provide the morally desirable (with the constraint of brevity in theoretical
foundations), what will be the result of the exchange of opinions between these two positions?

We will acknowledge the importance of the research topic by reviewing the relationship
between theory and practice in the field of ethics. According to the familiar view, the strength of
the theoretical support of norms intensifies moral motivation and consequently, facilitates the
performance of moral acts. However, it is also acceptable to state that less controversial
theoretical foundations will have a greater capacity for development and, before that, a capacity
for generating moral motivations, in order to establish those foundations in practice. There is a
direct relationship between theoretical clarity, psychological motivation, and practical action in
favor of that theory. Therefore, given this direct relationship, we are looking for a theory that,
while being content with minimal assumptions, is constructive of psychological motivation and,
of course, also fruitful in practice. Considering the history of contemporary philosophy, Rawls's
Political Liberalism, which has been proposed in the continuation of his Theory of Justice and
in the direction of developing and restoring justice in the public sphere, can be recognized as one
of the last points in the realization of the above-mentioned desirable. However, this theory has
faced certain moral challenges due to the reduction of intellectual foundations and double
attention to the practical aspect of justice. Given these challenges and in order to adapt earlier
theories in the history of philosophy, Descartes’ theory of Provisional Ethics will be useful. In a
way, by adopting points from Descartes’ theory to restate Rawls’s position, a kind of minimal
ethics can be acknowledged as a condition for the moral continuity of Liberalism.

Regarding the background of the research, the intention of publications in recent decades on
Rawls’s works and the examination of his moral theory is visible, along with the relatively recent
attention to Descartes’ Provisional Ethics. However, a comparison between these two views and
obtaining a better explanation of the role of ethics in a liberal society by combining these two
views, which is the result of interaction between Rawls’ and Descartes’ positions, has not been
done before.

Results

In Rawls’ Liberalism and the path of developing justice, what enters human life under the
name of ethics does not necessarily need a determined theoretical support. Rather, it is sufficient
(and perhaps necessary) to show a desire to live in the shadow of morality without relying on a
specific philosophical system. In other words, morality without Ontology is possible, advisable,
and even preferable. In contrast to this decisive statement of Rawls, his critics worry about the
unintended or hidden consequences that indifference to theoretical foundations (which is driven
by profit) may also harm the enduring moral commitment; and as a result, public justice, lacking
epistemic justification, is emptied of motivational-psychological support and remains abandoned
in practice. But while Rawls has provided convincing answers, by referring to Descartes'
Provisional Ethics, one can find a perspective in repairing and strengthening Rawls's position.

In the Cartesian interpretation that precedes Rawls, Provisional Ethics considers a kind of
inevitable coexistence to be assumed and necessary. Therefore, considering the continuity of
ethics with human life and assuming the lack or difficulty of understanding a philosophical
system for the life of the human individual, we still need ethics as a basis for individual relief
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and the creation of public responsibility. If there is no ethics, the interaction of individuals will
not be organized, and the kindness that is necessary for a happy and successful life will not be
possible. Ethics is considered a practical necessity in human life, and the temporary restriction
(Provisional Ethics) does not mean reducing the value of ethics, but rather this restriction refers
to the description of philosophical doubt and is exclusively conditional on the persistence of this
doubt. Living in the shadow of ethics causes the persistence of excellent qualities and,
consequently, is necessary for human social life. Provisional Ethics has also recognized this
necessity from the perspective of Descartes' Methodological Skepticism and his systematic
doubt.

Conclusion

Returning to Rawls's position, Cartesian ethics is a right that is compatible with other rights,
in a liberal society that is acceptable to the audience and inhabitants of this lifestyle. At the same
time, because the continuation of life is conditional on the observance of public rights, Cartesian
ethics is also recognized as a duty. A duty that, to prevent a return to controversial and theoretical
foundations, must be interpreted with the clause "minimum", so that liberal morality remains
within the limits of minimal conditions for strengthening common human principles. Liberalism
remains moral, if regarded minimality in its expectations of humans.
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