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The fundamental disagreement between realism and anti-realism concerns 
the "independence" or "dependence" of the world on human mind. The 
different modes of dependence of one object on another object are; Causal 
dependence: If a being is the cause of another being, the second being is 
causally dependent on the first being. Ontological dependence: If an entity is 
dependent on another entity both in existence and continuity of existence, this 
relationship is ontological dependence. Structural dependence: This means 
that reality does not have a certain structure, but the structure of the human 
perceptual system gives a certain structure to the world. Dependence in 
individuation and classification: Classification and demarcation of objects 
depends on the conceptual schemes of the human mind. According to 
metaphysical realism, not only the existence of natural objects is independent 
of humans, but also human artifacts are ontologically independent. Anti-
realist theories are diverse and each of them claim a special meaning of the 
dependence of the world on the mind. Idealist theories consider the world 
and all the objects in it to be nothing but mental ideas. Relativistic theories 
accept the causal and ontological independence of the world from the human 
mind, but they claim that the structure of the world is dependent on the 
human mind. The so-called constructivism theories rely more on dependence 
in the individuation and differentiation of objects, that is, they consider the 
classification of objects and the differentiation of objects from each other to 
be dependent on the human mind. 
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1 Common sense 
2 Skepticism 
3 Ontological Realism 
4 Metaphysical Realism 
5 Idealism 
6 Mind- Independence 
7 Relativism 
8 Constructionism 
9 Conceptualism 
10 Pragmatism 
11 Internal-Realism 
12 Mind- Dependence 
13 Causal Dependence 
14 Ontological dependence 
15 Structural dependence 
16 Classification 
17 Individuation 
18 Gábor Forrai 
19 External Realism 
20 Michael Devite 
21 R. J. Hirs 
22 The Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
23 Idealism 
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25 Social Constructionism 
26 Subjective idealism 
27 Absolute idealism 
28 Internalism 
29 Conceptual Schemes 
30 Conceptual Relativity 
31 Irrealism 
32 Worldmaking 
33 Symbol Systems 
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35 Constellations 



16/ 7�B� �97:
! sa��= ��
�nF>��5/ �CY D� (�)8 7,L#$� ��m�� �� O����.�=< � O����.� (��� G,#!� �$�
� 

���
�  
'����6 �2���� )1384(. �� � �
����= -��#8�.� �8
'� �E��=*-�� ���� ���� � ���YH:(�
)' .5 � 
���. 

Brock. S. & Mares. E. (2007). Realism and anti-realism; central problems of philosophy. 

McGill Queens University Press. 

Cohnitz. D. & Rossberg, M. (2014). Nelson Goodman (philosophy now). Routledge. 

Devitt. M. (1996). Realism and truth. Princeton University Press. 

Forrai, G. (2001). Reference, truth and conceptual schemes; a defense of internal realism. 

Springer. 

Goodman, N. (1996). On Staremaking, from his “Of Mind and Other Matters”. in McCormik, 

P. J., Starmaking: Realism, Anti-Realism, and Irrealism. Bradford Books. pp. 143-150. 

Putnam, H. (1981). Reason, truth and history. Cambridge University Press. 

------. (1995). Renewing philosophy. Harvard University Press. 

------. (1987). The many faces of realism. Open Court Publishing Company. 

Rorty, R. (1998). Truth and progress; philosophical papers. Volume 3. Cambridge University 

Press. 

Searle, J. (1997). The construction of social reality. Free Press. 

Sebold. R. (2014). Continental anti-realism; a critique. Rowman & Littlefield International 

Ltd. 

Wright, J. (1997). Realism and explanatory priority. Springer.  

  


